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President’s Message

We sadly note the sudden and untimely passing of
Rickey Van Houter / Akiva ben Avraham. Rickey, along
with his wife Ilene, was a long-time member of the congre-
gation who supported our community in many ways, as
recognized when Rickey and Ilene were honored with an
Ezras Isracl Community Service Award at our Fifth An-

to be called upon as needed as a tenth for a minyan on
Shabbat afternoon, a frequent occurrence of late. His son
Andy best summed up the feelings about his father’s pre-
mature loss when he said, at the funeral, that the memories
he should be speaking about were the ones that hadn’t hap-
pened yet. We extend our sympathies to Ilene, sons Jake
and Andy, daughter-in-law Samantha, and the entire Van
Houter and Goldberg families. May his memory be for a
blessing.

On a happier note, we are planning to hold a dedication
for our sixth Sefer Torah on July 25th, as noted elsewhere

nual Dinner in 2003. Rickey was also conveniently located

in this issue. This is a pre-war Torah of European origin
with a long and interesting history, as described in the ac-
companying article, and we are pleased to become a part of
that history.

It seems that my term as president is not destined to be
one with annual dinners. We hope to resume that tradition
under the next president. On the other hand, we have had
success in refurbishing the bimah covers in the shul and
obtaining new High Holiday covers. We installed the shul
covers on Shavuot in the presence of former president and
long-time member Lazer Fuerst, who with his wife Sue
generously undertook to replace the bimah covers that they
had originally donated in memory of their relatives. We
look forward to more news on the other covers in the near
future.

Enjoy the summer — at least we should be safe from
from more snow.

Michael Richman

Ezras Israel to Dedicate its Sixth Sefer Torah on July 25"

Dr. Greta Hirsh and
her mother, Sara
B Weich, have donated
the use of a Sefer To-
rah to our congrega-
| tion. A dedication is
\ planned for (IY”H)

July 25th, 2010. De-
‘ tails of the celebration
to be announced a
4 separate mailing.

This is a Sefer Torah
written in the early
years of the 20th century by Greta's great grandfather,
who was a sofer in Transylvania, then Austria-Hungary
and now in Romania. The Berger family (Greta’s pater-
nal lineage) used the Sefer Torah in their local shul(s) for
almost a half century before the Holocaust in the town of
Livada, in North-West Romania. The Sefer Torah re-
mained safe through the many months of the Holocaust,
hidden somewhere in the vicinity of Livada, under what
circumstances we do not know and can only guess.

Dr. Greta Hirsh (right) and her
mother Sara Weich

Greta's father and uncle, Moshe and Yakov Berger,
the only two Holocaust survivors of the extended Berger
family, were able to locate it after they returned home in
1945. The brothers, as the sole survivors of the Berger
family, inherited the family Sefer Torah and used it in
their local shul until they left Romania in 1964. The chal-
lenge for the Berger family then was how pass it on to
the next generation, who would likely come of age in
America. Spiriting it out of Romania was no easy task
because the Communist government would not allow any
“national treasures” to be taken out of the country, even
by the family that owned them .

Kol Ezras Israel

Arranging the Sefer Torah’s exit was no small chal-

By Emil Hirsh

lenge. The Berger brothers, resourceful as ever, while
preparing for their own emigration to the United States in
the early 1960's, found an unrelated, half-Jewish family
who was going to Canada and who for reasons not well
known by the current generation of Bergers, was either
not searched nor closely watched as they crossed the
border.

After the Berger brothers arrived in New York City
themselves as immigrants in early 1965, they retrieved
their family Sefer Torah from Canada and brought it
back with them for use in the Spinker Rebbe’s shul in
Brooklyn. The Berger family had been Spinker chasidim
before the war - Spinke is the Yiddish name for the vil-
lage of Sapanta (pronounced Sepiintza), in Romania,
about 50KM from Livada. In 1982, after Greta's first
marriage, and Moshe’s and Yakov’s passing in 1974 and
1976, respectively, the Berger family heirs placed it for
use at the Flatbush Park Jewish Center in Brooklyn,
where Greta and her family were members. It remained
there until 1988, when Greta’s family moved to Engle-
wood, NJ, where it was last used by Ahavat Torah Con-
gregation until recently.

Last year Greta and her mother brought the Torah to
Maryland. It has been fixed, refurbished and computer
checked for accuracy, and after the Hachnosas Sefer To-
rah (Torah Dedication) celebration it will be ready for
use by our congregation. It is a large and heavy Sefer
Torah, typical of the ones originating in pre-World War
IT Eastern Europe. Its rich heritage is something we
should be proud of in partaking at its new home at Ezras
Israel.

The Berger brothers, having survived the Shoah, re-

dedicated its use in the United States in memory of their

parents, siblings, and family members who perished in

Auschwitz in 1944. May their memory, as well as the
(continued on page 2)




Biography of Beril Sinnreich—Part Il

This is the second in our biography
series on our oldest active member.
Caution: Holocaust atrocities de-
scribed

In the last newsletter we wrote about
Reb Beril’s life as a child and young man
in prewar Romania. This chapter is about
his experience during the war. The mate-
rial for this was gathered during a 2 hour
interview on Sunday, April 25, 2010.

Beril was 26 years old when the war
started. His extraordinary physical and
mental strength saved him from countless
near death experiences.

I have often wondered how Beril re-
tained his faith after all he had been
through during the holocaust. This article
will help explain it.

When Germany attacked Poland in
September 1939, the Germans not only
destroyed Warsaw but immediately began
liquidating Jews in small villages and
towns throughout Poland. Romania was
an ally of Germany but, unlike the Ger-
mans, their soldiers did not go a rampage
killing Jews. Instead, they gave permis-
sion for Romanian peasants to kill Jews.

One may wonder why the Jews were
attacked and killed so viciously by close
neighbors and people they thought were
friends. It comes down mostly to jeal-
ousy and greed. The Jews owned the
shops and many gentiles worked for
them in one manner or another. They
seethed with hatred at the Jews’s success
and their implied inferiority. When the
opportunity came along, they seized it to
even the score. Jews homes and property
were confiscated and occupied during the
war and after. It is well known that many
Jews were killed by gentiles if they re-
turned to their hometowns after the war
and tried to reclaim their property.

The attacks came suddenly with no
warning to Beril’s village located about
30 miles from Vishnitz. . The village
priest told his congregation not to kill
Jews so instead of them being killed on
sight as in many other places, the Jews, a
total of about 50 including Beril, his
mother, father and younger brother, were
placed in a school by the soliders for
three days without food or water. They
were allowed to take a small bundle with
them to the school. The gentiles took the
bundles from most people but not from

By Sheldon Needle

Beril. In the meantime, stories circulated
about a Rabbi/Schochet in a nearby vil-
lage who was mutiliated and killed with
pitchforks, and along with others were
tied to horses and dragged through the
streets.

Beril’s sister and husband had 3 chil-
dren and were able to hide in the woods
when the shooting started. Her husband
owned a store and decided to take a
chance and return to collect the cash that
was in the shop. He was shot dead by his
best friend who was lying in wait when he
got to the shop. We don’t use “best
friend” lightly here. The man spent sev-
eral hours a day at his house. Beril’s
sister escaped across the river with her
children to the Polish side but they were
never heard from again.

The gentiles came to Beril’s home and
removed all the furniture and farm ani-
mals. In the house next door teenage girls
were raped in front of their parents. In the
village nearby, Jews were tied up with
barbed wire and dragged to the woods and
shot.

After 3 days, their group was marched
30 miles to another village and put in
houses where Jews had previously lived.
Many died along the way. Beril fed him-
self and his family by digging up potatoes
from the field and roasting them. They
were there for 10 days. They were forced
marched again about 40 miles to a stable
and spent 2 weeks there. Again Beril
found food for the group by going out at
night and bringing back potatoes and
corn.

Following that they were put in horse-
drawn wagons and taken 40 miles to a
village of Yadowitz in Bessarabia, an area
closer to Russia controlled by the Roma-
nians. There spent about 2 months there.
Many died along the way. Beril had
wisely hidden some money when he left
his village and was able to use it to buy
flour, which his mother used to bake in
the house oven where they stayed. Beril
was caught leaving the ghetto area and
was put in a cellar for 24 hours. Beril’s
Hebrew teacher and another person in his
80’s were no longer able to walk and
were left behind when the remaining
group was taken to Transnistria.

People were put in a boat to cross a
river. The capacity of the boat became
full when Beril’s father boarded so he, his

(Torah Dedication continued from page 1)
memory of Moshe and Yakov Berger, to
whom we are indebted for their efforts for
its safe-keeping, to be privileged to partici-
pate in dedicating Ezras Israel’s sixth Sefer
Torah. May its re-dedication in our shul
serve as a blessing to all Berger family de-
scendants and the entire Am Yisroel, for-
ever.

Cemetery Spaces Available
Gan Zikaron (Garden of Remembrance) is a Jew-
ish community owned and operated cemetery.
Spaces are available in the section previously
purchased by Ezras Israel Congregation of Rock-
ville for $1,900 each. You will have the benefit
of a tax deduction. Please contact Morris Alt-
schuler at (301) 770-5591 for further information
and a tour of the site.

mother and young brother were then sepa-
rated from him. After arriving on the other
shore, they searched for his father but could
not find him right away. Eventually they did
find him in an abandoned house. They were
again marched day and night without food
and water and came to another village. At
this point their group had grown to about
300-400 from various refugees they picked
up along the way.

There was a group ahead of them which
included many prominent people. They were
thrown into the river where anyone who
could not swim drowned. Beril passed by
and saw dozens of bodies floating in the
river.

Beril’s cousin and the cousin’s mother
were travelling with them. The cousin be-
came fed up with caring for his mother.
When she cried shivering from the cold and
rain, he told he couldn’t help her anymore.
Beril happened to have small raincoat with
him and gave it to her. She died soon there-
after and the cousin was killed by the sol-
diers.

At their next stopping point his father
had a mild attack and said he could no
longer continue. Beril hired a horse and
wagon with his remaining money and took
his father to a village about 25 miles away.
Most of the Jews there had been killed; how-
ever, there were a few who remained alive
including a Jewish woman. His father told
the woman that if she took them in, she
would inherit olam habah. She did take them
in. His father died that very night. Beril
was able to bury him the next day in a real
cemetery plot, something for which he is
forever grateful. (End of Part II)

2




Learning Schedule

e  Shabbat mornings, Rabbi’s shiur on the weekly Parsha, 8:15am at the shul. Open to all.

e  Shabbat afternoons during the summer - Rabbi’s class on Hilchos Shabbos, 20 minutes before Mincha. Open to all.

e Sunday mornings following Shacharis, Rabbi’s Talmud Class at the Ring House (men only)

e Wednesday Learning Nights on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm at the shul (men only) (contact Rabbi Kreiser to confirm dates)

Yasher Koach Are you receiving the weekly Ezras Israel e-mail update?

Davening times, upcoming events, and more! To subscribe, visit

For sponsoring a kiddush http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ezrasisrael

e By the congregation, in memory of Rabbi Aron Kreiser / HaRav
Aharon Gedelia ben Yisroel Yaakov tzz”1

e By Rachmil & Gedalya Jacobovits, in memory of their father Shimon
ben Mayer Kopel z”1

e By Mordechai Yahoodain, in memory of his father Cheyn HaKohain
7”1

e By Lea Rosen & family, on the upcoming yahrzeits of her husband
Moshe Rosen / Moshe ben Kalman and her parents

e By Anonymous, in honor of Lag BaOmer

e By Jerry Roschwalb, in memory of his father Samuel Roschwalb /
Shmuel Zanvil ben Yaakov z”1

e By Agi & Rachmil Jacobovits, in memory of Agi’s father Itzhak Aron
ben David 2”1

e By Louis Gilden, in memory of his mother Chana bat Reb Zev

C€ondolences i

Condolences

Ilene Van Houter, Jake, Andy and Samantha, on the sud-
den passing of their husband/father Rickey Van Houter /
Akiva ben Avraham z”1

Sam Zarember & family, on the untimely passing of his
wife Deborah Togut z”’1

Baruchim Habaim

Welcome new members:
e Ted Sandler & Dr. Abbey Fields & family
e Jeffrey Reynolds

Refuah Shiemah:

Elsie Trombka, Joe Weinberg, Dr. Bruce Schneider

Mazal Tov

Hanan & Rachel Edery, on the birth of a son—Yosef
Avi

Zymelman & Weinberger Families, on the Bat Mitz-
vah of granddaughter/daughter Adina
Graduations:

Andrew Hirsh, son of Emil Hirsh, from Georgetown
Law

Ani Ben Ami, daughter of Shirley, from Colgate Uni-
versity

Melissa Gilden, daughter of Louis Gilden, from
UMBC

Avi Rubinoff, son of Robert Rubinoff and Jill Smud-
sky, from Hebrew Academy

Dovid Kreiser, son of Rabbi Eliezer & Perel Kreiser,
from Philadelphia Yeshiva Mesivta

Support your Daily Minyan at the
Ring House both Mornings & Evenings!

Gift Shop by Mordechai Yahoodain
301.881.0647
Support Israel—buy Israeli products
Skin care, jewelry, Judaica, and more.

Memorialize a loved one

Donate to the

Donate a Machzor, Siddur or Chumash Ezras Israel Hachnosat Orchim Fund to support the
Call Rachmil at 301-770-4342 or 301-461-4984 or hospitality the Rabbi extends to the community.

e-mail milujaco@gmail.net

For the holidays and all your
special occasions, send

Celebrate a special occasion!
Sponsor a Kiddush

personalized Call Odette Goldberg - 301-468-0108 or by

Chesed Cards and
Help Ezras Israel at the same time
Call June Graff 301.770.7129

e-mail odettegoldberg@gmail.com or reserve online at

www.ezrasisrael.org



mailto:odettegoldberg@gmail.com
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