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  From time to time, this pub-

lication has featured "getting to know 

your fellow members" articles, and 

this loving tribute by Dora's grand-

son, David Ben Ami, is in that same 

spirit. Those in our shul who did 

not personally know Dora will come 

to appreciate just why those of us 

who did held her in such high regard. 

From 1994, the year Dora moved to 

Rockville, she took an interest in our struggling shul, 

and was the first member to provide the equivalent of 

"Stage 1" financing that gave us confidence and the 

means to hire our first Rabbi and get us going. She 

made a major contribution towards the funds necessary 

to make the needed renovations Rabbi Weiss and his 

family needed to be able to move into their home (on the 

upper levels) and share the building with the shul (in the 

lower levels). We who consider Ezras Israel our spiri-

tual home owe a debt of gratitude to a number of vision-

ary and dedicated people who came before us, who by 

personal example of Ahavath Israel made it possible for 

us to connect with each other and with the divine every 

Shabbat. Dora Feldgreber (z''l), with her all embracing 

love for us all, is among the giants on whose shoulders 

we stand.  

My Nana 

 My grandmother, Dora Feldgreber was born on 

March 10, 1928, in a little village near Parzev, Poland.  

The eruption of World War Two marked the premature 

conclusion of her childhood years.  Before she was a 

teenager, she was sucked into the struggle that was 

the Holocaust. 

 Dora survived those terrible times by staying on the 

run in the woods.  Her vitality and determination com-

bined to help her survive the trying years to come.  She 

would always tell us that the key to her survival was the 

pact she had made with herself.  One of her cousins was 

an exceptionally fast runner, and my grandmother no-

ticed this.  She told herself that her goal would always 

be to be on the heels of this cousin, so that she would 

always be ahead of the Nazis who were forever trying to 

catch them.   

 The end of the war brought with it confusing times.  

This confusion drove many people, my grandmother 

included, to travel back to their hometown to see who 

had survived the war.  It was this return to her town that 

led her to meet my grandfather, Harry Feldgreber.  The 

two of them traveled to a displaced persons camp in 

Germany, and stayed there for roughly five years.   

 In their last year in the camp my grandmother had 

her first child, my mother, Shirley Ben-Ami.  Before my 

mother turned two, my grandmother secured passage to 

America with the help of one of her cousins in New 

Jersey.   

 The trio crossed the Atlantic Ocean and settled in 

America, in Paterson, New Jersey.  A few years later my 

uncle, my grandmother’s second child, Donald Feldgre-

ber, was born.  My grandmother did her best to raise her 

two children in a foreign country where many things 
(Continued on page 2) 

Dora Feldgreber z”l 

    Rabbi Eliezer Kreiser 

      I was dropping off our 3 ½ year 

old at his pre-school class at the 

Hebrew Academy last week. As I 

was leaving the school, I saw a Kin-

dergarten teacher leading her class down the hallway. 

Touched by this sight of so many young Jewish children 

at school, I remarked on it to the teacher.  The teacher 

responded that the school now has about 700 children in 

attendance. Pondering this scene, I began to think of the 

integral role that Jewish education plays in Judaism. 

 Jewish education is not just imparting knowledge of 

laws and customs and how to live a Jewish life. We are 

imparting this knowledge coupled with a deep apprecia-

tion of what it means to be a Jew. This, in fact, is a cen-

tral theme of the Seder. 

 One of the Mitzvos that we fulfill the night of the 

Seder is to transmit to others the story of our Redemp-

tion from Egypt, and our birth as a nation. 

Indeed, much of what we do at the Seder is 

to elicit questions from the participants and 

to initiate discussion about these very facts. We discuss 

this seminal moment in our nation’s history, and the 

uniqueness of The Jewish People. These discussions at 

the Seder are to bring us to a deeper understanding of 

the closeness between G-d and the Jewish People. 

 Although this is a focus at the Seder, we should not 

limit our focus on this to the Seder night alone.  Ensur-

ing the success and availability of Jewish education is a 

Mitzvah that is incumbent upon us as a nation through-

out the year. This is a responsibility that rests upon each 

and every one of us. Let this Pesach season bring about 

a renewed commitment by all to ensure the viability and 

the availability of a Jewish education for every Jewish 

child. 

Chag Kosher V’sameach 

A stress-free Erev Pesach and a very meaningful Pesach 

Eliezer Kreiser 

Rabbi’s Message 



2  

were alien to her.  She succeeded bril-

liantly and raised her children with as 

much love as it is possible to give. 

 Many years passed and her children 

went to college and moved away.  After 

many more years my sister and I were 

born.  When I was just three years old, my 

mother, my sister, and I moved into the 

house that my grandmother had just 

bought in my neighborhood in Rockville 

  This impartial history cannot possibly 

come close to describing what an amazing 

person my grandmother was.  My ‘Nana,’ 

as I called her, was my second mother.  

She was always there for me; in every pos-

sible way acting as my full time parent.  In 

all my life, I have never seen the same 

level of love that she showed me and my 

sister. 

 I remember being bratty, whiney, 

and throwing tantrums.  My Nana’s 

response was just to show more love 

than she had before, which I realize 

now was a feat I believe only she was 

capable of.  She took care of me, she 

washed my clothes, cooked my food, 

and babysat me without a single com-

plaint.  Even more than that, she 

taught me what it means to love un-

conditionally. 

 I know that nobody who met my Nana 

was the same after the experience.  In 

ways big and small she made an impres-

sion on you: a desire to be a better person, 

a desire to be kinder, to help more.  I also 

know that she is watching over me every 

second of every day, and one of the great-

est goals I have is to make her as proud of 

me as I possibly can. 

Zichrona L’bracha 

-David Ben-Ami 

(Continued from page 1) 

Dear Friends, 

    I want to thank 

you for the won-

derful experience 

you allowed me 

the past two years.  The privilege and re-

sponsibility to be President of Ezras Israel 

has been incredibly special to both my 

family and myself.  It truly has been a tre-

mendous opportunity and honor to serve 

the Ezras Israel community.  Although I 

will not be President in the upcoming 

years, please be assured that Nechama and 

I will remain a large and active part of the 

Ezras Israel community.  We look forward 

to seeing our wonderful synagogue grow 

and prosper.  This journey has given me 

the pleasure of working with so many out-

standing individuals. 

 It has been a true pleasure to work 

with our Rabbi, Rabbi Kreiser.  His multi-

faceted knowledge has taught me so much 

throughout the presidency, and I look for-

ward to continue to build an even stronger 

relationship with Rabbi Kreiser.   I cannot 

thank Rachmil Jacobovits enough for all 

the assistance he has provided me both 

large and small.   His support has been 

tremendous.  The day-to-day operations of 

the shul would not be as smooth as they 

are without Rachmil at the helm.  I want to 

thank Mark Chaimovich for his work as 

treasurer, providing a smooth transition 

when Lazer moved to Florida.  Mark has 

not missed a beat in terms of keeping the 

finances of the shul in order and complete. 

A heartfelt thank you to Sheldon Needle 

for providing comedic relief during board 

meetings, not to mention all his energies 

he put into Chanukah dinners and the 100th 

Anniversary dinner as well as many other 

tasks throughout the years. Thank you to 

Michael Richman for compiling informa-

tive newsletters and keeping the Ezras Is-

rael community updated throughout the 

year with timely email updates and for 

your beautiful Torah reading that we are 

fortunate enough to hear. Thank you to 

Jerry Roschwalb for his fantastic insights 

at board meetings and for his dedicated 

effort he has made to attend and be an ac-

tive part of the meetings. Thank you to 

Dov Popovici for his service on the board 

for the last 2 years. He has been a terrific 

asset to the Board, volunteering for jobs 

big and small throughout the year. His 

presence will certainly be missed on the 

Board.  Each individual on the board has 

truly provided terrific help, support and 

dynamic to this position and made it that 

much easier. 

 It has been a true pleasure to share this 

presidency with you, and it is with confi-

dence that the Board will continue in mak-

ing the shul the wonderful place to worship 

and learn.  It is my hope that I will be able 

to contribute on the board in continuing to 

make Ezras Israel the home that it is for all 

of us.  Nechama and I will still be particu-

larly committed to making the children and 

family aspect of Ezras Israel a top priority. 

We look forward to seeing many more 

families with small children as the years go 

by. 

 Thank you again to everyone for mak-

ing these past two years a memorable and 

wonderful experience. I look forward to 

continue working with everyone to make 

Ezras Israel a welcoming home to anyone 

who comes through the doors. 

All the best, 

Michael, Nechama, Kaylee, Arielle & 

Ross  

 President’s Message 

Baruchim Habaim 

New Members 
Jeremy Jacobson 

 

 

To Shirley Ben-Ami and family on the pass-
ing of her mother Dora Feldgreber z"l 

To Doreen Blech on the passing of her 
brother Alan Jacob Wacks -Yaakov ben 
Naftali Hertz z"l 

To Hanan and Paul Edery on the passing of 
their mother Sultana (Malka) Edery z"l 

To Jonathan Lefman and family on the pass-
ing of Jonathan’s brother Daniel z"l 

Condolences 
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Joe Weinberg on the 
engagement and marriage of his youngest 
granddaughter, Tamar 

Sidney & Bessie Krauser on the marriage of 
their granddaughter 

Andy & Amanda Boltax on the Bat Mitzvah of 
their daughter Alison 

Anna & Bernardo Kliksberg on the birth and 
naming of their first granddaughter, Daniela 
Chaya, born to Yosi & Esther 

Judye Groner on the birth of her second grand-
son 

Covell-Schmelzer family on the birth of their 
son, Aryea Gilad 

Mazel Tov 

Sheldon & Roslyn Needle, in memory of 
Sheldon’s mother Rina Needle z"l and Ros’ 
father Milton Brandon / Yehuda Leib ben 
Yosef z"l 

Mr. Louis Taub, in memory of his wife z"l 

Michael & Nechama Fellner, in honor of the 
anniversary of Michael’s Bar-Mitzvah and the 
first birthday of their son Ross 

Rachmil & Agi Jacobovits, in honor of their 
wedding anniversary and the birthday of their 
daughter Tova 

Jerry Roschwalb, in memory of his wife 
Susanne (Chana Liebe) z"l on her Yahrzeit 

Michael Richman, in honor of the anniver-
sary of his Bar-Mitzvah 

Shirley Ben Ami, in memory of her mother 
Dora Feldgreber  z"l on the occasion of the 
Shloshim 

Joe Weinberg, in celebration of the marriage 
of his youngest granddaughter 

Shirley Ben Ami and Donald Feldgreber, in 
memory of their father Harry Feldgreber z"l 
on his Yahrzeit 

Anonymous 

Yasher Koach 

Learning Schedule 

 Shabbat mornings, Rabbi’s shiur on the weekly Parsha, 8:15am at the shul.  Open to all. 

 Sunday mornings following Shacharis, Rabbi’s Talmud Class at the Ring House (men only)  

 Wednesday Learning Nights on Tuesdays at 7:30 pm at the shul (men only) 

 Women’s Learning Group is on hiatus—more information to follow soon  

For sponsoring a kiddush 

Are you receiving the weekly Ezras Israel e-mail update?   

Davening times, upcoming events, and more!  To subscribe, visit 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ezrasisrael  

 

Memorialize a loved one 
Donate a Machzor, Siddur or Chumash 

Call Rachmil at 301-770-4342 or 301-461-4984 or  
e-mail milujaco@gmail.net 

Donate to the  
Ezras Israel Hachnosat Orchim Fund to support the  

hospitality the Rabbi  extends to the community.   

For the holidays and all your  
special  occasions, send 

personalized  
Chesed Cards and  

Help Ezras Israel at the same time 
Call June Graff  301.770.7129  

Celebrate a special occasion!  
Sponsor a Kiddush   

Call Judy Lowitz - 240-643-6670 or by 
e-mail judithlowitz@hotmail.com, or reserve online at  

www.ezrasisrael.org 

Gift Shop by Mordechai Yahoodain 

301.881.0647 

Support Israelðbuy Israeli products 

Skin care, jewelry, Judaica, and more. 

  10% of profits go  to Congregation 

                  Ezras Israel 

 

 

 
New Shul Facilities Manager 

Mordechai Yahoodain is now our new shul 

building and facilities manager. For any build-

ing or facilities issues, you can reach him at 

301.881.0647. 

 

Cemetery Spaces Available  

Gan Zikaron (Garden of Remembrance) is a 

Jewish community owned and operated ceme-

tery. Spaces are available in the section previ-

ously purchased by Ezras Israel Congregation 

of Rockville for $1,900 each. You will have the 

benefit of a tax deduction. Please contact Mor-

ris Altschuler at (301) 770-5591 for further 

information and a tour of the site. 

 

Sponsor a New Chumash 

There are opportunities to sponsor a new Chu-

mash for the shul - $50 to sponsor a regular 

Stone Edition Chumash, and $36 for a com-

bined Stone Chumash/Siddur Travel Edition. 

Please contact Rachmil Jacobovits (see box 

below for contact information). 

Shul News 

 

 

 
Some information in anticipation of Pesach: 

Mechirat Chometz 

For Mechirat Chometz (sale of chometz), see 

Rabbi Kresier on Sunday morning, April 5th 

after shacharit at the Ring House; Sun-

day evening 8pm till 9pm, or Monday evening 

at Shul from 8pm till 9pm. If these time are 

not convenient, you can reach Rabbi 

Kreiser on his mobile phone at 301 461 8039 

or by e-mail at eliezerkreiser@aol.com 

to schedule another time. 

 

Maot Chittim 

The Maot Chittim campaign has begun. Un-

derstandably this year the need is greater . 

Contributions can be made out to Ezras Is-

rael Maot Chittim, and either given 

to Rabbi Kreiser or Rachmil Jacobovits 

or mailed to shul. 

Shabbat HaGadol 

Rabbi Kreiser will be giving a drash on Shab-

bat HaGadol about matters relevant to Pesach 

and about Birkat HaChamah (next scheduled 

for Wednesday, April 8, the first time in 28 

years). See e-mails for details. 

Pesach 

mailto:judithlowitz@hotmail.com
mailto:eliezerkreiser@aol.com
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Congregation Ezras Israel 

P.O. Box 2281 

Rockville, MD 20847 

Shabbat at Ezras Israel:     Call 240-627-1661 for Eruv status.  

     Shacharit          9:00 a.m.                                     Mincha/Maariv           See above.  Followed by Seudah Shlishit and Maariv  

Sunday – Friday Shacharit at Ring House, Activity Room 3 (also note—new Mincha minyan—same location—4:00 p.m. Sunday through Thursday):      
Sunday                                             8:30 a.m.   Followed by Rabbi’s shiur (men only) 

 Monday, Thursday                         8:05 a.m.   (Also the time on Rosh Chodesh & other weekdays we read Torah) 

 Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday         8:15 a.m.  
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Date Day Parsha - Chag - Event 

Candle 

lighting 

Friday / 

Erev Yom 

Tov Mincha 

Shabbat / 

Yom Tov 

Mincha 

Shabbat / 

Yom Tov 

Ends 

4-Apr Fri-Sat Tzav - Shabbat HaGadol 7:15 7:00 7:05 8:15 

8-Apr Wed Erev Pesach - Taanit Bechorim 7:20 7:20 XXXXX XXXXX 

9-Apr Thu Pesach I - Do not begin food preparation before 8:20 8:20 XXXXX 7:20 XXXXX 

10-Apr Fri Pesach II 7:22 XXXXX 7:20 XXXXX 

11-Apr Sat Shabbat Chol Hamoed XXXX XXXXX 7:05 8:23 

14-Apr Tue Erev Yom Tov 7:26 7:25 XXXXX XXXXX 

15-Apr Wed Pesach VII - Do not begin food preparation before 8:27 8:27 XXXXX 7:25 XXXXX 

16-Apr Thu Pesach VIII - (Yizkor) XXXX XXXXX 7:25 8:28 

18-Apr Fri-Sat Shmini - Mevorchim Iyar (Fri-Sat) 7:29 7:00 7:15 8:30 

25-Apr Fri-Sat Tazria-Metzora - Rosh Chodesh 7:36 7:00 7:20 8:38 

28-Apr Tue Yom HaZikaron XXXX XXXXX XXXXX XXXXX 

29-Apr Wed Yom HaAtzma'ut XXXX XXXXX XXXXX XXXXX 

2-May Fri-Sat Achrei Mot-Kedoshim 7:43 7:00 7:30 8:45 

9-May Fri-Sat Emor 7:50 7:00 7:40 8:53 

12-May Tue Lag B'Omer XXXX XXXXX XXXXX XXXXX 

16-May Fri-Sat Behar-Bechukotai 7:56 7:00 7:40 9:01 

23-May Fri-Sat Bamidbar - Mevorchim Sivan (Sun) 8:02 7:00 7:45 9:08 

28-May Thu Erev Shavuot 8:07 8:05 XXXXX XXXXX 

29-May Fri Shavuot I 8:08 XXXXX 8:05 XXXXX 

30-May Sat Shavuot II - (Yizkor) XXXX XXXXX 7:50 9:14 

6-Jun Fri-Sat Nasso 8:13 7:00 8:00 9:19 

13-Jun Fri-Sat Beha'alotcha 8:16 7:00 8:00 9:23 

20-Jun Fri-Sat Sh'lach - Mevorchim Tamuz (Mon-Tue) 8:19 7:00 8:05 9:26 

27-Jun Fri-Sat Korach 8:20 7:00 8:05 9:27  *
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