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    Is it time for Ezras Israel to build? 

    In the past few months a few peo-

ple have suggested that in view of 

the many choices for Orthodox ser-

vices now available within our eruv, 

we need to build our planned next 

phase to attract new members and 

even to retain existing ones. I hope 

this is the first in a series of public 

discussions within the congregation 

that culminates in a collective deci-

sion to commit ourselves to the fu-

ture of the congregation and ensure 

its growth and prosperity, while 

maintaining the small shul feeling 

that we all enjoy.  

    First a little background to build-

ing plans. Ever since the arrival of 

Rabbi Kreiser in 1999, we have en-

visioned a need to expand the shul 

facilities to meet the expected 

growth of the shul. When the Rabbi 

decided to buy his own house, we 

expanded the shul to take over the 

whole building to arrive at the facil-

ity we have today, and called that 

Phase 1 of Building Expansion. 

Phase 1 cost approximately $40,000, 

about half for renovation of the up-

stairs and the rest for a repairs ï for a 

new roof, rebuilding the driveway  

and taking care of some long de-

ferred maintenance. We hired an 

architect to Plan Phase 2 to begin a 

design that would permit us to build 

a new 1500 square foot sanctuary 

that would seat up to 200 people. A 

basic sketch of what the architect 

suggested is provided in the sketch 

to the right. Exact building location 

and dimensions would be finalized 

in the permitting process. One of the 

achievements of Phase 2 planning 

has been that we succeeded in get-

ting through the Rockville City 

Council a text amendment permitting 

us to build this size facility without 

needing increased parking (public 

assembly facilities are required to 

have one parking space for every 

four persons of building capacity). 

We would need 50 spaces without 

the amendment. The amendment 

essentially states that as long our 

synagogue does not permit driving to 

attend services, as demonstrated by 

the fact that wed we would close the 

parking lot on shabbat or chagim, the 

parking space requirement is waived. 

If we would want to run services 

every day we would need to buy an 

adjoining property to provide us the 

needed space for parking. 

    What should make us decide that 

we should build? Need. Informally, I 

decided that if we had 75 dues pay-

ing members, we would reach the 

threshold we needed to build. Essen-

tially that would have been an ap-
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 There is a scene which each 

of us has seen countless times in the 

course of our daily schedules. This 

scene is one that has always trou-

bled me in a vague sort of way. The 

other day, I came upon this same 

scene once more, and it struck me 

what exactly it is that so troubled 

me. 

 Actually, it was a typical 

ordinary scene. Someone talking on 

their cell phone while being 

checked out in the supermarket. 

What jarred me this particular time 

was that I knew the fellow quite 

well. He is a good man, a consider-

ate individual who thinks of others. 

I am sure that he did not think even 

for a moment that he was acting in 

an inconsiderate manner. But here is 

what I saw from the distance. I saw 

a cashier putting in a hard dayôs 

work checking out this individualôs 

groceries, bagging then, taking his 

credit card, handing him his receipt 

- and all the while his customer is 

talking on the phone, his mind and 

his words directed elsewhere. 

 What happened to the smile 

of greeting, the hello, the full ac-

knowledgement of another individ-

ual's presence and existence? What 

happened to properly showing your 

appreciation for anotherôs efforts on 

your behalf? I'm sure that he nodded 

when he left, possibly even said a 

quick thank you. But by being on 

the phone all the while, he lost the 

opportunity to connect with and to 

show respect for another human 

being. What a loss this is to that 

fellow on the phone and to our soci-

ety at large. 

            ˫ˑ˪ ˑ˴ ˋ̌  ˞˓˶ ˋ˟ ˏˮ ˑ˷  ˫˓l ̊ ˟˧ˏ˟ ˓˥ 

 "Beloved is man who was created 

in the image of Hashem" 

 Not just our close friends, but 

each person deserves our full ac-

knowledgement when we are deal-

ing with them. Each human being 

must be accorded the dignity that 

they are entitled to. Most of us 

would not overtly hurt anotherôs 

feelings or show disrespect to our 

fellow human beings. What we must 

cultivate is our sensitivity to these 

issues and realize how often we 

display a lack of sensitivity without 

ever being aware of it. During this 

time of year when we are involved 

in introspection, perhaps this is 

something that we can reflect on to 

help us to refine ourselves a bit 

more in this realm. 

 May we all merit a   ˢ˟˧˸˩

 ˢ˟ˣ˦ ˢˬ˧˸˥ˣ  , and a year filled with 

prosperity, health, and joy. 

      Eliezer Kreiser 
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proximate growth of 25% from a 1999 ï 2000 membership of 62. As things evolved, 

however, our membership stabilized over the past few years at around 50 with an 

equal number of members arriving as were leaving. With recent membership trending 

downwards, perhaps we should reconsider building. Not because we need it to accom-

modate the growing numbers of members but to drive membership growth ï a ñbuild 

it and they shall comeò approach. I would like this article to begin a dialogue in the 

congregation on whether we should now commit ourselves to building for a future of 

growth. Of course, a bigger building means higher operating costs and additional fi-

nancial commitment for dues and building fund. 

 Please call me or send me e-mail at milujaco@gmail.com to given me your 

opinion on the topic of building, and I will report back in a future article what the 

congregation is saying about building. Let the conversation begin.  

                                                                       Rachmil Jacobovits 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

      It is incredible to believe that another 

Jewish year is coming to a close and a new 

year is approaching. The Yamim Noraim is 

a time of personal introspection. During 

these days, each of us embodies the aura of 

awe as we reflect upon a year that has 

passed and embrace the year ahead.  As we 

approach this year full of hope and full of 

promise, we equally recognize that it is 

also a daunting task to look upon oneself 

to see where we have been this year.  

 

     Chesbon Hanefesh, or a time of ac-

counting of oneôs soul, is a difficult yet 

important undertaking during this time. 

Looking at this concept in a direct way, 

though daunting, may also present a period 

for much growth. A most challenging in-

trospective moment may be to see inside 

oneôs self,  which can open a new road 

toward personal growth and spiritual en-

hancement. This entire experience is a 

wonderful one that truly leads us towards 

the path of betterment. 

  

     This time of year is also a time to ask 

for forgiveness from both G-d and our 

fellow man and woman. It is at this time 

that I ask for forgiveness for anything I 

may have done or said in this past year to 

anyone in the Ezras Israel community. It 

has truly been my honor to be the Presi-

dent of Ezras Israel for the past year and 

half and I look forward to serving the Ez-

ras Israel community during this upcoming 

Jewish year. As always, I encourage any-

one to contact me with any questions and 

concerns they may have or in the alterna-

tive something they desire to have occur 

within the Ezras Israel community.  May 

this be a wonderful year of growth, health 

and happiness for all of us in our commu-

nity. 

  

 Shana Tova and G'mar Chatemah 

Tova from Michael, Nechama, Kaylee, 

Arielle and Ross 

 Presidentõs Message 
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Gil & Sandra Katz on the birth of their 

daughter Hadar 

Jack & Elsie Trombka on the birth of their great-grandson 

Matt Welik & Tova Hercenberg on their marriage 

Morris & Harriet Altschuler on the birth of their granddaughter 

Yardena Zemira Altschuler, & to Yardenaôs parents David & 

Meredith and siblings Chana & Yoshi 

Mazel Tov  

The Rosner family on their last Shabbat 

with us before their return to Israel  

Manuel Zymelman in memory of his 

mother Bluma bas Moishe Shloime Ha-

Kohain zòl  

Jack & Elsie Trombka in honor of the 

birth of their great-grandson 

Judye Groner commemorating the yahr-

zeit of her late husband Rabbi Oscar 

Groner z"l 

Gil & Sandra Katz in honor of the naming 

of their newborn daughter 

Selma Slater (of Palm Beach, FL) in 

memory of her father Louis Terner 

(Yehuda Leib ben Reb Nuta zòl), uncle of 

Beril Sinnreich 

Morris & Harriet Altschuler in honor of 

the birth of their granddaughter Yardena 

Zemira Altschuler 

Yasher Koach  

Learning Schedule  

¶ Shabbat mornings, Rabbiôs shiur on the weekly Parsha, 8:15am at the shul.  Open to all. 

¶ Sunday mornings following Shacharis, Rabbiôs Talmud Class at the Ring House (men only.)  

¶ Tuesday Learning Nights on alternate Tuesdays at 7:45 pm at the shul (men only),. 

¶ �:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���*�U�R�X�S on selected Mondays at 8:15 or 8:30 pm at the shul (women only)  

For sponsoring a kiddush 

Are you receiving the weekly Ezras Israel e-mail update?   
Davening times, upcoming events, and more!  To subscribe, visit 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ezrasisrael  

Memorialize a loved one 
Donate a Machzor, Siddur or Chumash 

Call Rachmil at 301-770-4342 or 301-461-4984 or  
e-mail milujaco@gmail.net 

Donate to the  
Ezras Israel Hachnosat Orchim Fund to support the  

hospitality the Rabbi  extends to the community.   

For the holidays and all your  
special  occasions, send 

personalized  
Chesed Cards and  

Help Ezras Israel at the same time 
Call June Graff  301.770.7129  

Celebrate a special occasion!  
Sponsor a Kiddush   

Call Judy Lowitz - 410-358-0066 or 240-240-6670 or by 
e-mail judithlowitz@hotmail.com, or reserve online at  

www.ezrasisrael.org 

Gift Shop by Mordechai Yahoodain 
301.881.0647 

Support Israel�² buy Israeli products 
Skin care, jewelry, Judaica, and more. 
  10% of profits go  to Congregation 

                  Ezras Israel 

 
 
 
Cemetery Spaces Available  - Price In-
creases January 1st, So Act Now! 
Gan Zikaron (Garden of Remembrance) is 

a Jewish community owned and operated 

cemetery. Spaces are available in the sec-

tion previously purchased by Ezras Israel 

Congregation of Rockville for $1,800 

each. You will have the benefit of a tax 

deduction. Others are now charging 

$1,900. The $1,800 price will be good 

until January 1, 2009. Please contact Mor-

ris Altschuler at (301) 770-5591 for fur-

ther information and a tour of the site. 

You may also get additional information 

at www.gardenofremembrance,org.  

 

Sponsor a New Chumash 
There are opportunities to sponsor a new 

Chumash for the shul - $50 to sponsor a 

regular Stone Edition Chumash, and $36 

for a combined Stone Chumash/Siddur 

Travel Edition. Please contact Rachmil 

Jacobovits (see box below for contact 

information). 

Shul News  
LõHitraot  

The Pedoeim family on their move to 

California 

Baruchim Habaim  

New Members  
Joseph & Ruth Weinberg 

Uri Fastovsky 

Sidney & Bessie Krauser 

Andy & Amanda Boltax 


